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Observations on a Solecism of Tasso. 
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close together vertically by an in- 
destructible cement, and which when 
polished at the surface exhibited the 
most exact imitation of nature, while 
it h;;d the advantage of being unalter- 
able by time. 

Shortly after this the ladies passed 
into another apartment, where an ele- 
gant repast was prepared, of which the 
various articles weie chosen and pre- 
pared so as niQst eminently to promote 
health and refreshment. At the table two 
new disheswere introduced this day: one 
wasa haunch of Llama, skilfully dressed; 
the oilier was the favourite vegetable 
of the Chinese, called Pe-tsai, and both 
were Tumid to be excellent. The lady 
who directed the rearing of the newly- 
arrived Llamas, informed us, of their 
many valuable qualities, and showed 
us a shawl which she had woven from 
their wool herself, which exceeded in 
beauty the finest produce of Cashmire. 
The lady who had cultivated the Pe« 
tsai told US) it was of the brasica ge- 
nus, and was preferred by those who 
used it to all other kinds. Several 
of the other ladies informed us of 
circumstances which had occurred to 
them, either useful or amusing, in their 
studies, of that day. One lady had 
proved a plant, which before was es- 
teemed poisonous, to lie capable of 
producing a powerful medicine, by a 
certain management, which she re- 
lated: another had succeeded in fix- 
ing a beautiful and permanent scarlet 
dye on linen ; a third exhibited some 
fine thread, made without any twist, 
by passing fibres of flax, ' drawn 
out, and united by a curious engine, 
through an elastic varnish, which she 
had just brought to perfection, which 
dried instantly, and which was 
unalterable by moisture, or the 
action of the air. A fourth lady 
recounted a curious article of history 
lyhich ^e had met in an ancient 
Chinese book, that exhibited in a new 
light the fatal effects of a violent pas- 
sion, uncontrouled by reason or jus- 
tice. A very young lady lately admit- 
ted, observed on this, that it would be 
betterif the sexes were tormed without 
passions, or that they could totally era- 
dicate them by firmness of resolution. 
But Serena replied to her, that by the 
same mode of reasoning, we should 
banish the use of fire, and of every 
other powerful agent in nature, for 



that as any thing in the moral 
or natural world had power to 
promote happiness, in the same pro- 
portion it had power to cause miser}: 
the tire which consumed the unskilful, 
warmed others, arid produced a thousand 
benefits by judicious management; 
and passion, \vhich was no less de- 
structive when ungovemed, was pro. 
ductive of equal advantages under due 
controul. 

In such discourses as these, the 
moments passed swiftly and pleasantly, 
till the repast was concluded. 

Nemorensis. 
To be continued. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine, 

J^ the eighAb canto of the jp-eru- 
salemme Conquistaja, of lasso 
l^th and 18th ocfaves, is the word 
fonte put in the feminine gender, 
which flagrant solecism, with some 
other matters I could mention, tempts 
me to doubt whether Ihat poem was 
ever the production of Tasso ; it is 
in many places irksome and obscure, 
and is altogether unworthy of the au- 
thor of the Liberata. 

If any person who is studious of 
Italian literature, could adjust this 
point, through the medium of your 
Magazine, it would much oblige 

Kicciakdo. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

First fteportfrom the Cmimiiteeon Acts 
regarding the use of broad' //'heels 
and other matters, relating to the 
preservation of the Turnpike Roads 
and Highways of the Kingdom'.* 

The Committee appointed to take into 
consideration the acts now hi force, 
regarding the use otbroad Wheels, and 
to examine what shape is best cal- 
culated for ease of Draught, and the 
preservation of the Roads ; also to 
suggest such additional regulations as 
may contribute to the preservation 
of the Turnpike roads and Highways 
of the Kingdom: And who were in- 
structed to consider of an Act made 
in the 28th year of his present Majesty, 
lor limiting the number of persons to 
be carried on the outside of Stage 
Coaches c other carriages ; and 10 re- 
port, from time to time to the house, 

* Published in June 1896, 



